
12/6/2011: USCIRF Announcement

   December 6, 2011
   
   The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom regrets to have to bring to your
attention the attached resolution, which we understand to reflect our legal obligations to prepare
to cease all operations unless reauthorized by December 16, 2011.

  

   
   It remains our most fervent hope that the Commission will be reauthorized, so that it can
continue its vital work in advising the President, the Congress, and the Secretary of State.

  

   
   The Commission expresses its sincere appreciation to all those who have supported, and
remain supportive of, the continuation and reauthorization of the Commission’s mandate and
work.
   
   Leonard A. Leo, Chair
   Dr. Don Argue, Vice Chair
   Dr. Elizabeth H. Prodromou, Vice Chair
   Dr. Azizah al Hibri, Commissioner
   Felice D. Gaer, Commissioner
   Dr. Richard D. Land, Commissioner
   Rev. William Shaw, Commissioner
   Nina Shea, Commissioner
   Ted Van Der Meid, Commissioner

  

   
    

      

   *  *  *
   
   UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
   
   RESOLUTION (12/6/11)
   
   WHEREAS the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) shall
expire on December 16, 2011, in the absence of either enactment of reauthorizing legislation by
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the Senate and the House of Representatives that is duly signed by the President of the United
States by that date, or, enactment of provisions specifically extending USCIRF's operations in
another continuing resolution or other measures, should any of these be adopted by the
Congress; and
   
   WHEREAS Federal law requires USCIRF to undertake certain fiscal and administrative
measures to ensure an orderly and financially solvent closure of the agency before its
expiration; and
   
   WHEREAS the Government Services Administration has notified USCIRF of the need to
initiate such measures;
   
   BE IT RESOLVED that, effective immediately, all USCIRF personnel shall, under the direction
of the Executive Director, undertake any and all steps that are necessary to ensure that, in the
event of USCIRF's expiration on December 16, 2011, USCIRF will shut down in accordance
with all applicable Federal laws and regulations.
   
   BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that USCIRF personnel shall, under the direction of the
Executive Director, take all necessary steps to preserve and archive any and all records of the
Commission.
   
   BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that USCIRF's Executive Director shall determine whether and
where said records can be archived and make appropriate arrangements for their transfer upon
expiration of the Commission.
   
   BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be transmitted to all Members of Congress,
the President of the United States, and the Secretary of State, and that this resolution be posted
as well on the USCIRF website.

  

    

  

   USCIRF is an independent, bipartisan U.S. federal government commission. USCIRF
Commissioners are appointed by the President and the leadership of both political parties in the
Senate and the House of Representatives. USCIRF’s principal responsibilities are to review the
facts and circumstances of violations of religious freedom internationally and to make policy
recommendations to the President, the Secretary of State and Congress.
   
   To interview a USCIRF Commissioner, contact Tom Carter, Communications Director at
tcarter@uscirf.gov, or (202) 523-3257.
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